
Insert Other Content
Insert other content into Curio

From the Finder
You can drag files from the Finder or your Desktop directly to your Curio idea space. 

By default Curio copies the file and embeds it within your project’s internal asset library. Then appropriate asset figures are created 
on the idea space itself, like an image asset figure if you drag in an image file.

If you hold ⌘ (Command) down while dragging you will move the file into your project, therefore removing the file from its original 
location.

If you hold down the ⌥ (Option) key while dragging then Curio will create an alias to the original file. When you later double-click 
the file to open it on the idea space you will be opening the original file, not an embedded copy. You can always convert aliases to 
embedded files at a future date using the Info inspector.

If the dragged-in file has a csv extension Curio will ask if it should be converted into a native Curio table. If the extension is opml, 
Curio can convert it to a list or mind map. If the extension is a popular mind mapping file format then Curio can convert it into a mind 
map. More details on supported mind map import files are in the mind map section of this manual.

From Curiota
Curiota is a free companion app from Zengobi that opens up even more productivity with Curio. Curiota runs silently in the 
background, consumes very little memory, and has a minimal user interface: you just see a simple icon up in the menu bar. Click on 
that icon to create quick notes, or drag files and links to the icon to quickly add files. Curiota also supports print services (so you can 
“print” to Curiota), works as an macOS Share extension, is accessible via your Services menu, and is easily scriptable. All of the 
submitted notes and files are accessible  and searchable using Curio’s Local library shelf, discussed below. More information about 
Curiota can be found at www.zengobi.com/curiota. 

From the Web
If you are running Safari or another web browser you can select images and text and drag them to your Curio idea space. 
In most cases, especially for Safari, Curio can determine where the selection came from so we can associate that web URL with the 
text or image. In the case of text, Curio will add an attribution line at the bottom of the text stating the source URL for the text. 

For images, you can right-click on the image and choose Open URL with Browser to jump to its source location.
If you drag in a YouTube or Vimeo video URL from the browser to your idea space, Curio will ask if an embedded video figure 
should be created for easy playback.

You can also drag in selections from Sleuth, Curio’s built-in internet research assistant, as it uses Safari’s same web rendering 
engine (WebView).

From Mail
You can drag in a message from Mail to embed a copy of the message into your project. When you double-click the message it will 
be opened and viewed with Mail. Currently you can’t drag in multiple messages at the same time.

Generally what Curio receives is a file with an eml extension. If you are having problems with the mail client app that opens the 
message, say you’d like it to be Outlook for example, then drag a message to your Desktop, use the Finder to Get Info on it and 
make sure the ‘Open With’ selection is set to your mail client. Click ‘Change All’ so that all files with that extension are opened with 
the appropriate client app.

The IBM Notes email client is a bit odd so we have a workaround. First drag the mail message to your Desktop and a dialog will 
appear asking if you want the full file or a link. Choose a link which will create a inetloc file on your Desktop. Then hold down the 
Command key and drag that file into Curio which will move the item from your Desktop into your project.


